THE BACKGROUND IN RUSSIA
war and ever-renewed conflict, the conditions of
production and distribution must degenerate; gather-
ing misery and anger among the industrial workers of
the world must follow. Gradually the exasperation of
the workers, obliged either to fight or to produce
armaments in a logically chaotic struggle for markets,
would know no bounds. The revolutionary slogan:
"Workers of the world, "unite!" would, by its simple
logic, eventually dominate the psychological condition
of the exhausted workers and soldiers. The co-
existence of advanced technical productivity and
universal misery amongst the workers, forced to take
sides in the struggles of rival groups of patriotic
capitalists, instead of devoting their lives and thek
energies to rationally planned economic activity for the
satisfaction of their crying needs, would dictate, not
merely the moment for revolution, but the politics of
the revolutionaries. In Western Europe, in 1918,
peace was made before the exasperation of the workers
had reached this stage. In Russia the war created the
conditions of Leninist revolution.
The question of the bloodiness of revolutions and
the relativity of revolutionary ethics will be examined
in kter chapters. Here I would like to postpone
further consideration of the specifically Marxian
analysis and to devote myself to a description of the
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